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in different parts of Europe, notably upon the Rhine,
Madame des Ursins was pressing matters to extremi-
ties in Spain. Dazzled by her success in expelling the
two cardinals from public affairs, and all the ministers
who had assisted in placing Philip V. upon the throne,
she committed a blunder of which she soon had cause
to repent.

I have said, that when Cardinal d'Estrees quitted
Spain, the Abbe d'Estrees was left behind, so that
France9 should not be altogether unrepresented in an
official manner at the Court of Madrid. Madame des
Ursins did not like this arrangement, but as Madame
de Maintenon insisted upon it, she was obliged to
accept it with as good grace as possible. The Abbe,
vain of his family and of his position, was not a man
much to be feared as it seemed. Madame des Ursins
accordingly laughed at and despised him. He was
admitted to the council, but was quite without influ-
ence there, and when he attempted to make any repre-
sentations to Madame des Ursins or to Orry, they
listened to him without attending in the least to what
he said. The Princess reigned supreme, and thought
of nothing but getting rid of all who attempted to
divide her authority. At last she obtained such a
command over the poor Abbe d'Estrees, so teased and
hampered him, that he consented to the hitherto un-
heard-of arrangement, that the Ambassador of France
should not write to the King without first concerting
his letter with her, and then show her its contents be-
fore he despatched it. But such restraint as this
became/in a short time, so fettering, that the Abbe
determined to break away from it. He wrote a letter